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the British, who were "not at all like men in
earnest/' Probably, he opined, some of the
earliest trade unionists in Britain exhibited the
same characteristics as the foreigners,
" but now that the leader of a Trade Union
is the holder of a fat, snug office, concerned
only in maintaining the respectability of the
cause, all is changed."
In this vein Hardie frequently satirised the
" Lib-Labs." They represented almost every-
thing he most despised. In the Miner he wrote :
" If the truth be told, the working-man
representative has not been much of a success
in Parliament. As a rule, he is afraid to offend
the proprieties by being considered extreme.
He thinks more of his own reputation in the
eyes of the House than of the interests of his
suffering brethren in mill and mine. He
desires to be reckoned a gentleman fit to take
his place as a member of the * first club in the
world.' This will never bring reform. . . .
If our [Labour] members,are content with
following the lead of capitalists, as hitherto
has all but been the case, then the money spent
in keeping them there could be much more
profitably used in other directions."
Beside his indignation at what he considered
the betrayal of the workers by men who sup-
ported, and were some of them supported by,